
 

 

J u ly 14 , 2011  

 

 

Ms . Ma rlen e H. Dortch , Secreta ry 

Federa l Com m u n ica tion s  Com m is s ion  

445  12
th

 S treet , SW 

Wa s h in gton , D.C. 20554  

  

Re: Com m en t  Dea d lin es  Es ta b lish ed  Rega rd in g th e Ligh tSqu a red  Tech n ica l Work in g 

Grou p  Report , IB Docket  No. 11 -109 

 

Dea r  Ms . Dortch , 

 

As  a  res iden t  of a  ru ra l s ta te, I a m  writ in g to expres s  s u pport  for  th e con t in u ed  

bu ild -ou t  of th e Ligh tSqu a red  4G wireles s  b roa dba n d  in fra s t ru ctu re. For  yea rs , ou r  

s ta te h a s  been  s eriou s ly u n derserved  in  th e telecom m u n ica t ion s  in du s try. In  fa ct , on e 

of ou r  s m a ll town s  is  kn own  for  h a vin g th e la s t  cra n k  ph on e in  th e cou n try. Wh ile it ’s  

been  a  b it  over  twen ty-five yea rs  s in ce th ey u pgra ded  to th e d ia l ton e, th ere a re m a n y 

pa r ts  of ou r  s ta te th a t  h a ve n ot  p roceeded  m u ch  beyon d  th a t . Fa r  too m a n y Ma in e 

people s t ill rely on  th e d ia l ton e for  th eir  in tern et  a cces s .  

 

Th is  vir tu a l d igita l d ivide crea tes  a  rea l econ om ic d ivide between  th e m ore 

u rba n  a rea s  of th e s ta te a n d  th e ru ra l a rea s  wh ere covera ge is  spotty a t  bes t . Ou r  

la wm a kers  h a ve worked  d iligen t ly to b r idge th a t  ga p , pa r t icu la r ly with  th e 

a dva n cem en t  of th e 3 -Rin g Bin der  p roject  cu rren t ly bein g bu ilt . However , th ere will 

s t ill be region s  of th e s ta te in  th e da rk . Th e Ligh tSqu a red  p roject  is  th e firs t  

n a t ion wide bu ild -ou t  th a t  cou ld  t ru ly a ddres s  ru ra l in tern et  is su es . 

 

As  I u n ders ta n d  it , th e GPS s pectru m  is  b leed in g beyon d  its  lim its  ca u s in g 

p rob lem s  for  its  p recis ion  device u s ers . I a gree th a t  we do n ot  wa n t to u n dercu t  th e 

u s e or  growth  of GPS, h owever , I a ls o rea lize th a t  ru ra l econ om ic growth  is  be in g 

s tym ied  by la ck  of relia b le b roa dba n d  a n d  wireles s  s ervices . We n eed  both . I’m  n ot  a n  

en gin eer in g expert , bu t  it  s eem s  to m e if we ca n  pu t  a  m a n  on  th e m oon , we ca n  sor t  

th rou gh  th e ch a llen ges  between  p recis ion  GPS devices  a n d  th e Ligh tSqu a red  p roject .   

 

I u rge th e FCC to b r in g th e s ta keh older  grou ps  to th e ta b le to cra ft  a  rea s on a b le 

s olu tion . For  th ose of u s  in  ru ra l Am erica , we cou ld  ca re les s  a bou t  3G or  4G s peed ; 

we’re on  d ia l u p .  

 

We ju s t  wa n t  th e in tern et  to work! 

 

S in cerely, 

 
Delia  Gorham  

 

12  Sou th  Ma ple Street  

Ra n dolph , Ma in e 04346  


